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mentioned there and seems to appear at a later period. Compar-
ing the attributes of Yama as the god of the dead in the Vedas
with those of Yima of the A vesta we are inclined to believe
that they are separate deities or, at least that the conception
regarding their physical nature was different, in spite of the fact
that both are regarded as the sons of the sun. It is highly
probable that Yima is different from Yama, and Yima and
Yinieh came down to the Vedic period as Yama and Yami.
The myth that Yima and Yimeh were the first living couple
was probably consistent with the prevalent custom of the
Indo-Iranian people of marriage between the brother and sister;
as the custom changed in later times, the Vedic sages considered
such pairing objectionable and hence the refusal of Yama to
Yami's proposal. It is also highly probable that Yama as the
god of the dead was a conception which originated in later
Vedic times. The real physical basis of Yama and Yami has
been sought by Max Miiller in the day and night. In Satapatha
Brahmana the earth is called Yami. Hence they may mean
heaven and earth.

6. Rudra and Rudras. The names of Rudra and Eudras
occur some hundred times in the Rigveda, excluding those
passages where the Maruts have been addressed as Rudra's
sons. The terms, however, have been used in three senses:
First, the term in the singular has been made to qualify certain
deities. Secondly, we have a deity by the same name. Thirdly,
the term in the plural indicates a group of deities under the
name of Rudras. The term has been used to qualify Agni
(I. 27. 10; II. 1. 6 ; V. 3. 3 ; etc.), Asvins (I. 158. 1 ; II. 1. 6 ;
VIII. 26; 5; etc.), Soma (IX. 73. 7) and Mitravaruna (V. 70. 2),
probably signifying redness, lustre or fearfulness. Further
we have mention of a red cloud (VIII. 63. 12). Asvins have
also been addressed as rudravartrnan (I. 3. 3 ; VIII. 22. 1, 14)
having a bright path (referring perhaps to the morning light).

Rudra, as a deity, has been invoked with others in several
places (V. 41. 2 ; V. 51. 13 ; VI. 62. 8 ; X. 93. 4; etc.). He has
also been addressed as the father of Maruts (I. 33.1), Tryambaka
(VII. 69. 12), Varaha (I. 11. 4, 5), and Vrsabha (H. 33. 4, 7, 8,
13). Rudra possesses numerous characteristics; He lives in
the heaven (I. 114. 5 ; II. 33. 15). He is brilliant (I. 114. 4, 5;
V, 42. 11; etc.), glittering like gold (1.43.5), and bright like the
sun (I. 43. 2). He is of a whitish colour (II. 33. 8) and is also
reddish-brown (II. 33. 5, 8, 9 ; etc.). He is multiform (II.
33. 9, .10). He is bent to one side (I. 114. 4). He is youthful
(II. 33. 11) and strongly built (II. 33. 9); there is none stronger
than Rudra (II. 33. 10); he is strong-armed (II. 33. 3) &nd
is called asura (I. 122. 1 ; V. 42. 11) evidently referring to his
unusual strength ; he is called the boldest of the bold (II. 33.
3). He has a well-formed nose (II. 33. 5) and has braided
hair (I. 114. 1, 5). He has got brilliant gold on his body (II.